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LAUNCH OF ROHINI (RS-1), 1980

Rohini sateflite (RS-1) ahead of its launch from Sriharikota space centre.

India successfully
launches Rohini on
indigenous rocket

HT's report on the day India became the 6th
nation with satellite launching capabilities
TG

‘ndia on July 18, 1980, became the sixth nation with satellite-
launching capability when its 17-tonne four-stage rocket SLV-3
ini lite (RS-1) i orbit.

The indi V-3, Eabri Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre at Trivandrum, blasted off at & 04am from
the Indian Space Research Organisation’s Sriharikota Range.

100km north of Madras, and the satellitz. RS L was in perfect rbit eight

inutes lat in 50 minutes.

ltwasa with all the carrier rocket
bythe Isro's tracking stati

Rohiniis the hird Indian sarelie, after Aryabata and Bhaskar.
They, however, Sowiet rockets from

Rohiniwill havea 10-day life span.
the SLV-3 launch de-long
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vehicles ble of putting
payiaads of 600kg and abave and sarellites will be multfunctional,
helping communications, meteorology, TV and resource mapping.

SLV-3weighed [ lift
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connected with inter-stages and separation systems.

lite RS-1was lodged on
“This stage, which provided almost half of the speed of

HIFEGACY 28000 kmph required to place the satellite in orbit.
accoun ‘barely two per cent of the weight.
OF TRUTH SLV-31eft Earth with a form of 57 tonnes.
some the carrier
rocket I
acloud of white smoke.
™ j d SLV-3,itscom-
100,000. About 40,001 Several
and electronic the 560
the vehicle. There were circuit
chips, 450 e, 2,000
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together.
inside the vehicle.
Apart i
India h V-3
Thiswas i
on August 10 last year, was officially described as “pardally
ful” after the rocket the small

technological payload which was ko hiave been arbited.

‘The Rohini satellite has on board an instrument pack that is pow-
ered by a five-watt solar bantery.

Right from lift-off. the vehicle’s trajectory was monitared by four
long and medium range radars. Other systems such as long-range

ing support.
anmprcmnpnmsymemsrxemdm‘amrymfmnanm from

try, monitored the launching
operations.

A network of ground sta-
tions located at Sriharikota,
Car Nicobar, Trivandrum and
Ahmedabad joined in provid-
ing tracking and telemetry
support for the RS-1 satellite.

The exact orbital
ters such as the satellite’s
inclination and height are not
known at present. The Sriha-

rikota space centre will see

two orbits of the satellite for
the first time tonight only

HT put the news of Rohini's launch on the front
page of its July 19, 1980 edition.

twomore such orbits will be
seen in regular periodicity.
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